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“CHANCE”

Artist            	Cai Jian
Opening		            16:00 – 19:00, May 17, 2024
Exhibition Period		    May 17 – July 6, 2024
Venue                   MadeIn Gallery, No.1, -1F Sunken Garden, Lane 9 Qufu Road, Jing’an District, Shanghai


MadeIn Gallery is pleased to announce the opening of Cai Jian's solo exhibition, CHANCE, on May 17, 2024. This is the artist's second solo exhibition at MadeIn Gallery, featuring a new series of mixed-media paintings. Cai extracts information and inspiration from his familiar online reality and refines it into a new aesthetic perception. The proliferation of short-form videos has allowed Cai to gain a swifter insight into the full range of different industries, including the jade industry, which has drawn his attention and interest to the risk-taking behaviors represented by gambling on jade stones.

Succeeding his constant focus on the absurd narratives of standardized "design" and instrumental rationality represented by daily urban objects, Cai recalibrates his focus on observing the operating system of the industries behind the objects. CHANCE extends Cai's interrogation of the value of objects and how it is identified, as a parade of his own "gambling addiction". 

Through the application of composite materials, the “Confidence” series reflects the artist's impulse to navigate between figurative aesthetics and conceptual thinking, along with his vision of integrating the two. Cai first collects and transforms visual characteristics from the industrial production of jade. Flowing or scattered patterns are covered with stone-like coating before being violently broken by machines. It is worth noting that this sabotaging action cannot be reversed once initiated, and the final product is regarded as either completed or discarded in the blink of an eye. The mission of “Confidence” is not its presentation per se, on the contrary, it is to constantly prompt its audience, including the artist, to consider whether it is worth the risk, or how to take the risk to achieve a more extreme visual effect. In the meantime, Cai draws on the visual experience of Chinese and Western abstract painting, applying concentric circles and lines on rock-textured images, thus suggesting the artificiality and provisionality of value determination.

The passion for jade has prevailed in China since ancient times. Jade's popularity is positively correlated with its riskiness, deriving a complete and segmented industrial chain with gambling at every stage to maximize profits. The more uncertain the condition of raw jade, the greater the chance of profit maximization. However, this kind of gambling is never welcomed by speculators, since both stone gambling and jade quality assessment rely on the accumulation of long-term professional knowledge and highly individualized understanding and verification of value. The value of the same piece of jade or jade ware, consequently, can vary greatly depending on the viewer. Cai extends this venture game to his practice and thinking about contemporary art: on the level of cultural identity and value determination, contemporary art is as precarious as stone gambling. This comes out of the artist's obsessive concern with the culture and art scene in which he is inevitably immersed.





About Cai Jian

Cai Jian (b.1993, Chaozhou, Guangdong) graduated from the Oil Painting Department of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 2018, and currently lives and works between Guangzhou and Shanghai. Spanning painting, sculpture, and installation, Cai Jian's practice is rooted in an interest in the logic of the existence of objects and the operating systems of the industry behind them. Through combining a variety of creative methods such as technology, materials, and readymades, Cai unfolds his exploration of images and the contemporary visual culture.

Cai’s recent solo exhibitions include: “Holdhold&Holdholdhold”, MadeIn Gallery, Shanghai, 2022; “Horizon”, Mine Project, Hong Kong, 2021; “Sequenced and Reconstruction”, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts second studio showing room, Guangzhou, 2017. He also participated in various group exhibitions, including: “Tales of the South”, He Art Museum, Shunde, 2023; “”Nomads in the South: Rivers, Tunnels, Dampness and Constellations”, Pingshan Art Museum, Shenzhen, 2023; “INK ASIA 2023”, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center, Hong Kong , 2023; “Space Evolution”, Jing’an International Sculpture Project, Jing’an Sculpture Park, Shanghai, 2023; “Sculptural Vibes Cutting through (In) Accessible Sites”, Gravity Art Museum, Beijing, 2023; “My Generation, The Art of Post-90s”, Shanxi Contemporary Art Museum, Taiyuan, 2023; “Projection”, Sifang Art Museum, Nanjing, China, 2023; “Unknown Pleasures”, Soul Art, Beijing, 2022; “A Place for Concealment”, Galerie Urs Meile, Beijing, 2022; “USB Multi-Port Linking Exhibition”, MadeIn Gallery, Gallery Func, QIAO SPACE, Shanghai, 2021; “Hereditary Territory”, Powerlong Museum, Shanghai, 2021; Guangdong Contemporary Oil Painting Art Exhibition, Ucity Art Museum of GAFA, Guangzhou, 2020; “Guangdong Contemporary Oil Painting”, Jiangmen Art Gallery, Jiangmen, 2020; “Cube”, Zhi Art Museum, Shenzhen, 2020; “Illusive Particles”, MadeIn Gallery, Shanghai, 2020; “Potential Actor Project No.14”, Songzhuang Contemporary Art Archive, Beijing, 2019; “2018 China-Korean Exchange Exhibition”, Korean Cultural Center, Beijing, 2018; “Eternity Infinity”, University City Art Museum of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou, 2017; “Inform Those Who Were Not, Instruct Those Who Were Not”，University City Art Museum of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou, 2017. Cai was nominated for the “Signature Art Prize” of ARTCLOUD China in 2019 and won the Guangdong Contemporary Oil Painting Exhibition Li Tiefu Art Award in 2020.
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